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Why a poster?



Motivation

• Presenting (communicating) own research
• Discussion within community to get a feedback
• Getting ideas for the future research
• Finding contacts
• Practicing the presentation of own results 

 poster more effective than a talk (recyclable, more 
interaction with people, reaching more people,...) 

Buisiness Cards Mini Posters



It‘s your poster ……………

• It’s your research story 

• It’s your way of communication

• It‘s you, who will present the poster and answer the questions



…………….. your eye catcher

Use: 

• Neighbouring colours

• 2 to 3 colours

• High contrast (e.g. light colour for the background with a dark coloured text)



A great poster:

• Tells a story.

• Can be read from more than 1.5 m away.

• Is interesting and eye-catching.

• Has a simple, uncluttered design.

• Uses clear language and images in a logical sequence

• Summarizes key points without excess detail (take 
home message)



Final Layout

Only start final poster layout after:

• you have your story,

• you have the graphs, tables etc. and

• everyone involved agreed on the poster content!

http://www.123rf.com/photo_23883543_time-concept-
computer-keyboard-with-hourglass-icon-and-word-
save-time-selected-focus-on-enter-button.html



Plan …..

• Start the process early.

• Define your audience.

• Define your key message.

• Write down a rough draft of the story you want to tell.

 In case of a conference specify and visualize your abstract!



Plan, Plan…..

• Find out the exact size allotted for your poster (size, portrait, landscape).

• Do you have to use corporate design?

• Check paper size format of the printer.

• Make an appointment for printing.

 Find someone to proof read the text including figure and table captions!!!



Plan, Plan, Plan

 2 pages: 12 pt.  A4, 1,5 spacing = 800 words (less is even better)

 DIN A0 poster should be legible as DIN A4 print

 Print first a A4 

• What are the most important results of my work?

• Choose photos and graphs or tables that support and explain your text

• Sketch out your design and start laying out the poster components 



Poster components

• Title: Short, sharp, and compelling – 1 to 2 lines

• (Abstract) only if asked

• Introduction state clearly your aim

• (Materials and Methods) only if needed

• Results make them visible with graphics

• Graphics: usually 3 to 6, better than tables

• Headings: help guide individuals through your poster

• Conclusions take home message 

• References: not to many  - it’s not a paper

• Acknowledgments

The research leading to these results has received funding from the People 
Programme (Marie Curie Actions) of the European Union's Seventh Framework 
Programme FP7/2007-2013/ under REA grant agreement n° [608069].



Judging Criteria for Poster Presentation

First Impression: How difficult is it to read the poster?

How are colour schemes used, are they easy on the eye?

How crowded is the poster?

Is there a good flow of information (logical, layout of 
information)?

Does the poster stimulate interest and discussion?

Layout: Is the poster visually jumbled?

How easy is it to follow the sequence in the poster?

Readability: Is font size or style easily readable?

How much text does the poster contain?

Are there many grammar or spelling mistakes?

Title: How specific/adequate/long/short is the title?



Judging Criteria for Poster Presentation cnt.

Aims/ Objectives: Are they clearly stated?

Methods: How detailed, appropriate, original are the methods and 
is there enough explanation?

Results: How clear and well labelled are graphs and figures?

How complex are graphs?

How well are the results presented?

Conclusions: Are any conclusions presented and if so do they reflect 
the aims and are they supported by the data?

Is there a memorable “take-home” message?

Scientific content: Was the research put into broader context/ justification 
for research?

Was there sufficient scientific explanation?



Corporate Design /General Layout

General recommendations:
• Font: Calibri, Arial, Helvetica 

• Title: > 72 pt, bold

• Headings: > 40 pt, bold

• Authors: > 40 pt

• Running text: > 24 pt

• References: > 18 pt

• Figure captions : > 18 pt; bold-italic italic“ 

 Fig. 1: Template figure caption”

IsoNose will focus on three major Earth surface 
resources: soil, water and metal resources. 
Novel stable isotope techniques will disclose the 
processes generating (e.g. weathering, mineral 
ore formation) and destroying (e.g. erosion, 
pollution) these resources (Fig. 1)



Example 1



Example 2



Frame





Background





Alignment and Sizing



Example 3



Fonts

Sans SerifSerif



Difference between fonts

http://limcomputerart.weebly.com/uploads/1/3/2/7/13271283/6535705_orig.jpg

 Sant-Serif fonts easier to read



Line length

At most: 40 cm



Typography

Aligned text (left) Fully aligned text



Line spacing



Labelling 1



Labelling 2

Readability from below
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Scale / North Arrow

Numerical scale Graphical scale



Software

Use
• Align & distribution tool
• Rulers, guidelines 
• Group items to keep an overview



Poster Presentation

Presentation
• Use your poster as visual aid

• Use the graphic elements to explain your work

• Plan and practice a three-minute presentation 

 Introduction: 0.5 min.
 Main points: 2 min
 Closing: 0.5 min

Questions
• Anticipate many of the questions individuals will have 

• Prepare and practice answers

• Interact with the visitors



Web links (17. July 2015)

1. Scientific Poster Tutorials: http://www.makesigns.com/tutorials/scientific-
poster-parts.aspx

2. Designing conference posters (Purrington, C.B) : 
http://colinpurrington.com/tips/poster-design

3. Developing an Effective Poster Presentation (San Francisco Edit): 
http://www.sfedit.net/poster.pdf

4. Colrade State University: http://www.ext.colostate.edu/staffres/poster.pdf

5. Ten Simple Rules for a Good Poster Presentation:
http://journals.plos.org/ploscompbiol/article?id=10.1371/journal.pcbi.003
0102

 Read rule 10: The impact of a poster happens both during and 
after the poster session

http://www.makesigns.com/tutorials/scientific-poster-parts.aspx
http://colinpurrington.com/tips/poster-design
http://www.sfedit.net/poster.pdf
http://www.ext.colostate.edu/staffres/poster.pdf
http://journals.plos.org/ploscompbiol/article?id=10.1371/journal.pcbi.0030102


Thank you for your attention!
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